
36 City of Seattle

Seattle is a Charter City that has a Mayor/Council form of government. The Mayor, City Councilmembers, and the City Attorney 
are full-time, nonpartisan officials, elected to four-year terms. The Mayor and Council are together responsible for the operation 
of City government. Elections for these positions are held in odd-numbered years.

Seattle Mayor
The Mayor of Seattle is the chief executive officer of the City and is charged with enforcing City and state laws, directing City 
departments, and maintaining public peace and order.
Departments in the City of Seattle include: public safety departments such as the Police and Fire Departments; two major 
utilities, Seattle Public Utilities and Seattle City Light; public facilities departments such as Parks and Recreation; social service 
providers such as the Department of Human Services and the Office of Housing, and administrative departments such as the 
Department of Finance and Administrative Services.  All of these operate under the Mayor’s direction and control. In addition, the 
Mayor’s office is responsible for enforcing City contracts, applying for federal funds and preparing the City budget, which is then 
voted on by the City Council.
The Mayor appoints, subject to the approval of the City Council, most of the heads of departments. He or she also appoints 
some of the members of various boards and commissions. 
The City Charter provides that the Mayor must be a United States citizen and registered to vote in the City of Seattle.

Seattle City Council
The Seattle City Council is the City’s elected legislature. The nine members determine City policy through the enactment of 
ordinances and the adoption of resolutions. 
The Council adopts the City budget, authorizes public improvements and expenditures, provides for public safety and health, 
adopts regulations, levies taxes, controls the finances and property of the City and performs many related legislative tasks. 
The Mayor has the authority to veto ordinances passed by the City Council, but the Council may override a veto by a two-thirds 
majority vote.
The City Charter provides that City councilmembers must be United States citizens and registered to vote in the City of Seattle. 
Council positions 2 and 8 will be on the primary ballot in 2013, and positions 2, 4, 6 and 8 will be on the general election ballot.

Seattle City Attorney
The City Attorney is the City’s corporation counsel.  He or she is the head of the Law Department, and appoints all Assistant City 
Attorneys, City Prosecutors, and other department staff.  The City Attorney supervises and controls litigation in which the City or 
any of its departments is a party.  He or she provides legal counsel to all City departments, and to elected and appointed officials. 
The City Charter provides that the City Attorney must be licensed to practice law in the State of Washington, and have been in 
the practice of law in the City of Seattle for at least four years before the election.

Working for a Candidate or Ballot Issue
If you are interested in working on a City candidate or ballot issue campaign, you can call the SEEC at 684-8500 or visit our web 
site at www.seattle.gov/elections for campaign contact information.

Making Campaign Contributions
The following City and State regulations apply to campaign contributions for City candidate and City ballot issue committees:

•	 Candidate committees have a contribution limit of $700 per contributor per election cycle.  Ballot issue committees do not 
have contribution limits.

•	 Candidate and ballot measure committees may not accept cash contributions of more than $60.  Contributions of more than 
$60 in the aggregate must be made by check, money order, or credit card.

•	 Individuals who contribute more than $100 to a candidate or ballot issue committee are required to disclose their occupation, 
the name of their employer, and the city and state where they are employed. 

•	 Candidate and ballot measure committees must report the receipt of both monetary and in-kind contributions.
Information about contributions to City candidate and ballot measure campaigns is posted on the SEEC website at  
www.seattle.gov/elections. 
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 Ed Murray 
Statement: Seattle is a diverse, progressive 
city rooted in strong neighborhoods.. Building 
a government worthy of our people—and 
our potential—requires a new mayor with 
proven experience, regional vision, and 
the progressive values to deliver effective 
leadership.   

I was raised in Alki in a working class family.  
My husband Michael Shiosaki and I now live on 
Capitol Hill. I served Seattle as a City Council 
aide, and in the legislature since 1995. I’m 

currently Senate Democratic Leader. 

Throughout my public service I have built coalitions and lasting 
relationships to solve diffi cult problems. I’m the only candidate rated 
“OUTSTANDING” by the Municipal League.

My progressive record refl ects the skills and values we seek in a 
mayor: I’ve led on civil rights, passing Washington’s historic marriage 
equality law. I’ve led on economic justice, funding affordable housing 
and supporting fair wage standards. I’ve fought for women’s equality—
the ONLY candidate endorsed by Planned Parenthood Votes.  I 
prevented Republican education cuts and united business, labor and 
environmentalists to invest billions in transit and highway safety. 

Seattle faces real challenges. We can’t afford four more years of gridlock 
and divisive politics. 

Domestic violence is up 60 percent. That’s unacceptable. I’ll restore 
the Offi ce of Domestic Violence Prevention eliminated by the current 
administration.  I’ll create a Family Justice Center to streamline services.. 

Too many kids fall through the cracks. As mayor, I’ll work with Seattle 
Schools to make sure every child gets a quality education.

Building on my proven transportation record, I’ll work collaboratively 
to expand bus and light rail. I’ll integrate transportation planning and 
reprioritize safety and maintenance of our roads and bridges to address 
our growing $2 billion backlog. 

I’ll protect the character of our neighborhoods while building a dynamic 
city, targeting density where we have transit and infrastructure..  

Rather than fi ght reforms while street crime escalates, I’ll transform our 
police department, restoring public trust and taking decisive action 
to protect our safety and liberties. I’ll search nationally for a chief 
committed to reform, and respected by line offi cers. 

An “Environmental Champion”, endorsed by Washington Conservation 
Voters, I passed Clean Car legislation, oppose coal trains and will 
address climate change and Puget Sound cleanup.

Additional Endorsements: City Attorney Pete Holmes, 32nd, 34th, 43rd, 46th 
District Democrats; Human Rights Campaign; Chris Gregoire; Charley 
Royer; Ron Sims, Seattle Building Trades; Councilmembers Clark, 
Burgess, Rasmussen; many others. 

With your support, we CAN do better. Thank you. 

Contact Information:
 501 E PIKE ST 
 SEATTLE WA  98122 

(206) 569-8337
 info@murray4mayor.com 
 www.murray4mayor.com 

 Mayor 
 Mike McGinn 
Statement: When I took offi ce four years ago 
the recession was taking a toll on our city. To 
set our city’s priorities I listened to you at over 
100 town halls in Seattle neighborhoods. 

You told me to focus on jobs, public safety, 
and protecting the most vulnerable.  Now, our 
economy is growing, crime is at a 30 year low, 
and we’re rebuilding our rainy day fund while 
expanding human services. 

You also told me that you want us to take on 
tough challenges -- including doing our part on climate change, widening 
the circle of prosperity and ensuring kids can truly compete in our global 
economy.

That’s why I: 

 * Worked with the City Council to double the Families and Education 
levy which improved early learning, after school activities, and academic 
interventions for at-risk youth.

* Launched an attendance campaign to encourage kids to show up ready 
to learn.

* Expanded the Youth Violence Prevention Program to serve 20% more 
at-risk kids.  

I’m working to connect neighborhoods with better broadband and new 
transit, including partnering regionally on new light rail lines.  We’ll be the 
fi rst city to divest from fossil fuel companies. We’ll work with a regional 
coalition to stop coal trains from using our ports. 

As our city grows, we’ll work to preserve quality of life by investing in parks, 
sidewalks, libraries and neighborhood business districts. 

I truly believe Seattle is a special place that can set an example as an 
economic leader while staying true to our fundamental belief in fairness for 
Seattle’s workers and our commitment to environmental stewardship. 

I came into offi ce as an outsider never holding public offi ce before. But I 
worked to climb the learning curve as fast as I could.  I’m proud of the work 
we’ve done to keep Seattle thriving during tough times, strengthen our 
city’s education programs, lower crime rates and work with regional leaders 
to build a transportation system that works for every part of the city. I know 
who I work for - I work for you.

I’m proud to receive the endorsement of the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees Local 8, United Food and Commercial Workers, the Boeing 
Machinists, the Sierra Club, the 37th District Democrats, the Cascade 
Bicycle Club. King County Councilmember Larry Gossett, Rep. Sharon 
Tomiko-Santos and many, many more. I’m excited to keep Seattle the best 
place in America to live. I ask for your vote.

 Contact Information:
 PO Box 23125 
 Seattle WA  98102 

 (206) 428-7597 
 info@mcginnformayor.com 
 www.mcginnformayor.com 
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 Pete Holmes 
Statement: Four years ago you embraced my 
vision of a City Attorney’s Offi ce that refl ected 
our values in service to the people of Seattle. 
Together, we proved that elections matter:

“Holmes should be congratulated for putting 
concern for the law ahead of all the clangor.” 
-The Seattle Times (4/6/2011)

“... we have one bravely led fl oor at City Hall 
that is both capable of pushing the envelope 
and accomplishing an agenda.” -The Stranger 

(5/21/2012)

Leadership

I halted marijuana possession prosecutions and successfully lobbied 
Olympia to overhaul medical marijuana. I sponsored I-502 to legalize, 
regulate and tax marijuana for adult recreational use. Instead of a 
new city jail, we emphasize alternatives to incarceration for non-violent 
offenders. Recognizing that most prostituted women are victims, now we 
target sex-buyers, reducing demand and disrupting human traffi cking.

Public Safety

Addressing U.S. Justice Department fi ndings that SPD used constitutionally 
excessive force, my offi ce labored to craft a consent decree and appoint 
a renowned federal monitor to begin meaningful, lasting police reform. 
Ending a private law fi rm’s exclusive contract, I brought police defense 
work in-house. We work more closely with SPD Command Staff to ensure 
accountability and save millions of taxpayer dollars. We defended 
Seattle’s parks gun ban, earning recognition from Washington Ceasefi re.

Social Justice

CAO employees are now trained in Seattle’s Race & Social Justice 
Initiative—we are committed to ending institutional racism. I demanded 
fairness for defendants without regard to citizenship status, pushing 
for sentencing forms—now state law—and ending many mandatory 
deportations. I’m proud of my Northwest Immigrant Rights Project’s 
Golden Door Award.

Excellence

We have saved millions of dollars by better managing litigation, 
settlement negotiations, legal expenses and compliance. We’ve promoted 
government transparency under the Public Records Act. We documented 
a better NBA/NHL arena deal, helping secure tens of millions of dollars for 
SODO infrastructure improvements.

The Future

My offi ce will work to: Implement I-502, ensuring a smooth transition 
among City, State, and Federal Governments; establish a Family Justice 
Center to centralize resources for victims of domestic violence and abuse; 
change cultural norms about impaired driving through more effective 
DUI policing and prosecution; and achieve common sense gun safety.

I’m proud that all of Seattle’s City Councilmembers and Democratic 
organizations want me to return to City Hall, and I ask for your continued 
support for another four years, too!

Thank you.

 Contact Information:
 PO BOX 2214 
 SEATTLE WA  98111 

   www.HolmesforSeattle.com 

 City Attorney 

Don’t delay – call 
back right away! 

206-296-VOTE
If you are contacted by King County 
Elections regarding your signature, 
respond promptly to make sure 
your ballot can be counted. Even if 
Election Day has passed, you may 
still have time to correct any issues 
or problems.
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 Richard Conlin 
Statement: RATED “OUTSTANDING” BY 
THE MUNICIPAL LEAGUE.
Richard Conlin is an innovative and 
progressive leader. He listens, works 
hard, and gets things done for all of us. 
Richard Conlin makes change happen!
A CHAMPION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND TRANSPORTATION CHOICES
Endorsed by Sierra Club, Washington 
Conservation Voters, Cascade Bicycle Club, 
Seattle Transit Blog

• As Sound Transit Board Member, bringing you light rail to UW and 
Northgate – and the Eastside

• Won approval for Northgate Bike/Ped Bridge over I-5, bicycle lanes 
on SR 520 over Portage Bay

• Initiated Zero Waste Strategy to increase recycling rates and reduce 
waste

• Received “Trailblazer Award” from Sustainable Path Foundation.
I will work to establish better transit connections to Ballard and West 
Seattle, extend Capitol Hill Streetcar to Aloha, fully fund bus service, 
make bicycling and walking safe, maintain roads and bridges.
A CHAMPION FOR GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS, AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING, AND EDUCATION
Endorsed by King County Democrats, Progressive Voters Guide, 
Affordable Housing Council, Seattle Times

• Initiated successful plan to fully fund libraries
• Won approval for agreement increasing affordable housing on 

Capitol Hill, zoning around light rail stations for thousands of new 
housing units

• Worked with colleagues to expand Families and Education and Low 
Income Housing Levies, created Local Food Action Initiative

• Secured funding for Phinney and University Neighborhood Centers, 
new South Park Bridge, new sidewalks connecting neighborhoods 
and schools, Linden Avenue Main Street.

I will work to link transit and communities to create new affordable 
housing, support full funding for parks and community centers, and 
realize the vision of our neighborhood plans.
A CHAMPION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, HUMAN SERVICES, AND PUBLIC 
SAFETY
Endorsed by King County Labor Council, Seattle Firefi ghters, 
SEAMEC (LGBTQ Community Political Voice), Rated 100% Pro-Choice 
by NARAL

• Increased human services funding, won funding for Casa Latina and 
community health clinics

• Received “Take Action” award from King County Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence for funding legal assistance for immigrants and 
housing for domestic violence survivors

• Honored as “Hunger Fighter of the Year” by Food Lifeline.
I will work to expand domestic violence programs and to fund 
programs to end hunger, combat childhood obesity, and serve the 
60,000 Seattle residents who will get new health coverage in 2014.
Richard is a founder of Sustainable Seattle, Puget Soundkeeper Alliance, 
Bike Works, and the Central Area Neighborhood Plan. He serves on the 
Boards of Antioch University Seattle and YES! Magazine.
 Contact Information:
 PO Box 22318 
 Seattle WA  98122 

 (206) 499-5793 
 info@richardconlin.com 
 www.Richardconlin.com 

 Council Position No. 2 
 Kshama Sawant 
Statement: In yet another election fl ooded 
with candidates eager to serve corporate 
interests, I’m running to represent 
working people, who have no voice in city 
government.

The city government’s priorities are 
backward. As Seattle becomes an 
increasingly unaffordable place to live, 
the city is giving handouts to billionaire 
developers like Paul Allen.

While we struggle with low wages, councilmembers pay themselves 
$120,000/year, more than any other city except L.A.

As a councilmember, I will only take the average worker’s wage, and 
donate the rest to building social movements.

I am campaigning for a citywide $15/hour minimum wage, rent 
control, and a Millionaire Tax to fund mass transit and education.

My opponent is 16-year incumbent Democrat Richard Conlin. Despite 
progressive rhetoric, Conlin has proven himself a loyal friend of the 
corporate establishment. Conlin was the only councilmember who voted 
against paid sick leave for Seattle’s workers. He voted to criminalize 
panhandling and worked to undercut mass transit. In their endorsement 
of me, The Stranger newspaper recently called him “arguably the most 
destructive member of the Seattle City Council” and “a green-washing 
liberal fraud.”

We can do better. Unlike Richard Conlin, my campaign is entirely funded 
by grassroots contributions, not big business. I’m calling for increased 
taxation of big corporations, so we can reduce taxes on small 
businesses, workers, and homeowners. 

I will work to establish a democratically-elected civilian review board to hold 
Seattle police accountable. 

I am campaigning for a moratorium against coal train passage through 
Seattle to the Cherry Point coal terminal project, ranked as one of the worst 
potential contributors to climate change in the world.

I am an economics teacher at Seattle Central Community College, union 
member, and social justice activist. 

In this year’s primary election, I received 35% of the vote in a three-
way race, one of the highest votes for a socialist in the US in decades.

Join me in making history, and give working people a real voice on 
the City Council.

Endorsements: The Stranger, Seattle Community College Teachers (AFT 
Local 1789), University of Washington staff workers (AFSCME Local 1488), 
IBEW Local 46, Transit Riders Union, Timothy Harris (Founding editor of 
Real Change, personal capacity), Socialist Alternative, Green Party of 
Seattle, and many more.

  Contact Information:
 PO BOX 85862 
 SEATTLE WA  98145 

 (206) 486-0099 
 votesawant@gmail.com 
 www.Facebook.com/VoteSawant 
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 Sam Bellomio 
Statement: Occupation: Vice-President at 
StandUP-America, Civil Engineer

Education: B.S. Civil Engineering, SU

When’s the last time a councilmember held 
a meeting in your neighborhood, at night, 
off-work hours, and asked your community 
directly about what issues you fi nd important? 
Statically, the answer is zero.

I, Sam Bellomio, have been fi ghting with City 
Hall to change the way our elected offi cials 

operate for the past few of years. I have given over 300 speeches in the 
Council Chambers, with StandUP-America, and fi ght to bring America back 
normal common sense.

We need to change something fundamental, something real. The same 
process that caused the 2008 collapse is still happening in our chambers 
today. Council meetings are held during working hours, while most citizens 
are at work  and cannot provide input. And when citizens do fi nd a chance 
to attend, the council only provides 2 minutes for citizens to speak, while 
no time limit is given to special interest groups that are allowed to sit at the 
table for hours. 

As I have attended many council meetings, I have noticed that even though 
each councilmember wears different shoes, different shirts, different hair, 
they are the same people. Even from their endorsements you will fi nd that 
they endorse one another. How is this a true representational government 
when they all support and agree with each other? How can we change 
anything if we keep everything the same? We need to elect a Citizen, such 
as Sam Bellomio, that will actually represent our community and make real 
changes.

Yes, our elected offi cials have failed to fully represent the citizens. Instead, 
the special interest of big corporations and developers have been given 
priority; clearly our current city council has catered to special interest 
groups as most recently seen by support of the new Arena, which is against 
Article 8, Section 7 of the Washington State Constitution.

The time is now to stop the aristocrats from ruining our communities. The 
time is now to StandUP and bring the communities back to the people!

From prior news coverage and city council meetings, you will notice that my 
political experience is as the Vice President of the non-profi t organization 
StandUP-America.  For a more representational government, follow the 
money, follow the affi liations and you will see that I, Sam Bellomio, am 
qualifi ed to be your next city council member.

Stop Citizen united.

Stop redlight cameras.

Stop the drones for good.

 Contact Information:
 PO Box 4222 
 Seattle WA  98104 

 (206) 324-6264 
 SamForSeattle@live.com 
 www.StandUP-America.us 

 Council Position No. 4 
 Sally Bagshaw 
Statement: For the last four years, 
Sally Bagshaw has served as YOUR 
Councilmember. 

Sally listens and brings people together to 
solve problems. She is a fi rm believer that we 
have more in common than not and she works 
to fi nd that common ground. This explains why 
she has earned the broadest support of ANY 
candidate for Council. 

Sally has earned the support of labor 
organizations, business owners, transit advocates, and neighborhood 
leaders. She has received the endorsement of environmental groups, 
women’s groups and every Democratic Legislative District in Seattle.

Sally has worked hard for you.  Here is just a sample of the good work she 
has accomplished on City Council:

• TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENT: Advocated for safer 
streets throughout our City, ensuring we meet the needs of freight, 
transit, cars, pedestrians and bicyclists of all ages and abilities.

• PARKS: Oversaw a year-long review with the Department of 
Parks and Recreation of the community center system. The result: 
keeping the doors open to all community centers throughout our 
neighborhoods, and saving $1.2 million.

• NEIGHBORHOODS: Brought new voices to the table. Sally 
supported funding for the Department of Neighborhood’s PACE 
program, which targets, educates and trains emerging leaders. 

• CULTURE: Preserved the deal for Museum of History and Industry 
so it could continue being the City’s cultural gem in its new home at 
South Lake Union.

• HUMAN SERVICES: Protected the most vulnerable. Sally continues 
to work on behalf of those who need our help. She increased funding 
for emergency shelters and public school programs, and works to 
make our downtown streets safe for everyone.

Sally has had great success during her fi rst term on Seattle City Council. 
Her background as Chief Civil Deputy for the King County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Offi ce is just one of the reasons why the Municipal League rated 
her OUTSTANDING. With your support and your vote, she can continue 
that work for another four years. 

Endorsements!

She is endorsed by a broad range of organizations including Seattle 
Firefi ghters; Washington Conservation Voters; King County Labor Council; 
Building and Construction Trades Council; Cascade Bicycle Club; Civic 
Alliance for a Sound Economy; Plumbers and Pipefi tters; Women’s Political 
Caucus, the 11th, 32nd, 34th, 36th, 37th, 43rd, and 46th Democratic LD’s, 
and more.  Over 40 currently elected offi cials endorse Sally.  See the entire 
list at www.SallyBagshaw.com. 

Contact Information:
 P.O. Box 21171 
 Seattle WA  98111 

 (206) 641-6062 
 info@sallybagshaw.com 
 www.sallybagshaw.com 
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 Nick Licata 
Statement: Dear voters,

Seattle has one of the fastest growing 
economies in the nation. I want to sustain 
that momentum while preserving the quality 
and rich diversity of our neighborhoods. We 
can meet these objectives if the city promotes 
better working conditions and affordable 
housing for our residents.  

I wrote an ordinance that provided paid sick 
and safe days for employees in Seattle, so that 

they don’t have to lose a day’s pay if they are ill or must care for a family 
member. I sponsored legislation that created a rental housing registration 
and inspection program to ensure safe and healthy housing conditions for 
Seattle renters. I’ve also worked as a Governing Board member on the 
Committee to End Homelessness in King County to push for strategies that 
ensure that, by the end of 2013, no family be on the streets at night without 
shelter.

I’ve fought for affordable housing for people working in growing 
neighborhoods such as South Lake Union.  We must give people an 
opportunity to live close to where they work to reduce traffi c congestion and 
pollution. We must pass legislation that requires developers to set aside 
10% of their new dwelling units at rates affordable to workers earning less 
than $45,000 a year. 

I also believe that city government must be transparent. That is why I led 
the council in passing an ordinance that requires lobbyists to register with 
the city. I believe we can reduce the role of contributions on infl uencing 
public policy by adopting campaign fi nance reform through public fi nancing 
of elections. We must also be frugal in how we spend public funds; I 
resisted the proposal to spend $200 million of public funds for a new 
professional basketball arena. We can infl uence the private sector by 
requiring that the banks which service city funds follow socially responsible 
practices.

I’ve earned the support of 14 Seattle-area state legislators, King County 
Executive Dow Constantine, Sheriff John Urquhart, and Attorney General 
Bob Ferguson. Likewise, I’ve received the support of every Seattle 
district Democrat organization and more than 10 local unions. This past 
December, The Nation also named me the nation’s “most valuable local 
offi cial,” calling me a “bold advocate of progressive populist ideas.”

This city needs elected offi cials who work for the interests of every 
Seattle resident, and who understand the importance of a responsive and 
responsible government. I’d appreciate your vote and support. 

Sincerely,

Nick Licata 

 Contact Information:
 2518  South Brandon Court 
 Seattle WA  98108 

   nickjlicata@gmail.com 
 www.nicklicata.org 

 Council Position No. 6 
 Edwin B. Fruit 
Statement: The working class is paying a 
heavy price for the consequences of the 
international crisis of the capitalist system.  The 
bosses and their governments are responding 
to this crisis by aiming to recover their profi ts 
on the backs of workers. The capitalist class 
uses its courts, police agencies, and other 
state institutions to restrict our ability to defend 
our interests and to attack our democratic 
rights – including the right to privacy and 
freedom of the press. The vigilantism that led 

to Travon Martin’s death is against the interests of the working class.

Both Democrats and Republicans participate in these attacks and support 
wars abroad.

Millions of workers can’t fi nd jobs. Those working do so under worse 
conditions for less money. The Socialist Workers Party calls for a 
movement to demand a massive federally-funded jobs program to put 
millions to work building schools, child care centers, hospitals and to fi x 
crumbling infrastructure.

We are seeing resistance to the attacks on our class. We stand with fast 
food workers, airport workers and others calling for a raise in the minimum 
wage to $15.00. 

Workers in Bangladesh and Cambodia are demanding safe worksites after 
deadly factory collapses there. Machinist union members have stood up to 
attacks on wages and benefi ts_in a strike at Belshaw-Adamatic in Auburn. 

ILWU dockworkers are locked out in Vancouver, Washington and Portland, 
Oregon by grain bosses who want to change work rules and use non-union 
labor. 

Oppressed layers of our class are hit hardest by this profi t-driven 
offensive—especially workers who are Black. Immigrant workers are 
scapegoated and subjected to super exploitation, like the farmworkers who 
fought in Burlington for improved wages and conditions. My campaign calls 
for organizing and unionizing all workers and decriminalizing the status 
of undocumented workers. We say the labor movement should champion 
these fi ghts in order to unify the working class. 

We defend the right of women to choose abortion without restrictions. 

The working class needs to break with the Democratic and Republican 
parties and rely on our own strength. In order to change society we need to 
take political power away from the capitalist class. We point to the example 
of Cuba, where workers and farmers made a revolution, took power and 
began to build a society based on human needs instead of  profi ts.  We 
defend the Cuban Five, framed up and imprisoned by the U.S. government 
for defending the Cuban Revolution.

 Contact Information:
 5418 RAINIER AVE S 
 SEATTLE WA  98118 

 (206) 323-1755 
 seattleswp@qwestoffi ce.net 
 www.themilitant.com 
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 Mike O’Brien 
Statement: I believe Seattle can be a model 
for sustainability, affordability, and economic 
and cultural vitality. I envision a city where:

• Smart policies ensure all families can 
afford to live here;

• Children get a great public education; 
where everyone, regardless of zip code, 
feels safe in their communities; and

• There are great jobs and opportunities in 
every neighborhood.

In order to do that though, we must focus on the right priorities:

Jobs

First, Seattle’s economy is home to some of the largest most innovative 
companies in the world and thousands of small businesses. As a member 
of city council, I will continue to champion good, living-wage jobs and 
opportunities for everyone. We must have smart housing policies, 
improved transportation options and smart urban planning. Seattle needs to 
be a city where people can afford to live and work in the same community. 

Transportation

Second, I will continue to champion a reliable transportation system 
connecting our diverse neighborhoods. Now more than ever we need to 
prioritize transit, expand alternative modes of transportation and 
improve the condition of our existing roads. If we do this, we can build 
a transportation infrastructure enabling people and freight to move quickly, 
effi ciently and reliably through Seattle. 

Education

Third, I know fi rsthand how important it is to invest in education for our 
children and the future of Seattle. We demonstrated our commitment to 
a thriving public school system with the doubled Families and Education 
Levy two years ago. I’ll work hard to ensure money is focused on smart, 
equitable investments, so every school in Seattle has the resources to 
meet the needs of our students. 

Environment

Finally, I will continue to lead the fi ght against climate change on the 
city council. I led the effort to allow residents to opt out of receiving a phone 
book and the effort to reduce waste from grocery bags. It will always be 
my priority to adopt policies that make Seattle a model for environmental 
leadership and sustainability where everyone can do their part to protect 
the environment.

I’m endorsed by: King County Democrats, Former Executive Ron Sims, 
Sierra Club, Seattle Building Trades and more...

I’m running for re-election because I want to continue serving you. I brought 
a passionate, progressive, yet pragmatic approach to the issues we faced 
these last three years; and I plan to do the same in my next term.  I ask for 
your vote.  

Contact Information:
 604 N  45TH ST 
 SEATTLE WA  98103 

 (206) 659-9888 
 Info@obrienforseattle.com 
 www.obrienforseattle.com 

 Council Position No. 8 
 Albert Shen 
Statement: “The men and women of the 
Seattle Fire Fighters Local 27 endorse Albert 
Shen. He’s committed to keeping Seattle safe, 
“ said fi re fi ghter Kenny Stuart.

I’m Albert Shen and I want to serve on the 
Seattle City Council. 

I’m the son of Chinese immigrants and grew 
up in Pullman, WA.  I came to Seattle 28 years 
ago to study environmental chemistry at the 
University of Washington. My wife Nancy and I 

have two children. 

For over 20 years, I’ve been committed to making Seattle stronger. 
Governor Gregoire appointed me to the Seattle Community College 
Board. I serve on the local Susan G. Komen Foundation Board and was 
on the Seattle Chinatown International District PDA Board.  I have been 
volunteering with local community groups on important social justice issues 
for most of my professional life.

I founded a small civil engineering fi rm. You’ve probably never heard of 
my business, but we have worked on some of our most important regional 
projects:  Sea-Tac Airport’s Third Runway; Seattle’s e-Park system; and 
the Seattle Waterfront Redevelopment Program. For our contributions, we 
were honored as Seattle’s 2009 Small Business of the Year. 

I’m running for City Council because I’m a back-to-basics progressive who 
wants our city to live up to its potential.  That means:

• Protecting our industrial, maritime, and manufacturing economy. 
17% of Seattle jobs and 34% of our B&O revenue comes from these 
economic sectors but we continue to ignore it and any problems 
that might threaten it. These jobs are the backbone of a successful 
economy and I’ll be a champion for these family-wage jobs. 

• When I was on a police ride-along, they had more parking 
enforcement offi cers out than patrol cars. We need a policy shift in 
our police department to prioritize safety for every neighborhood. 

• It is time that our city elected offi cials became leaders in our 
education system. As a parent and employer in Seattle, I want our 
children to be the city’s top priority. I’m troubled by mismanagement 
by the School District, and this must change.

I’m honored to be endorsed by the 32nd LD Democrats, 11th LD 
Democrats, Longshoremen Local 19, AFT Local 1789, Machinists District 
160, Machinists District 751, ATU Local 587, Carpenters Local 41, 
Operating Engineers Local 302, Laborers Local 1239, and Sailors Union of 
the Pacifi c. 

“Albert Shen is uniquely well qualifi ed to tackle our region’s challenges,” 
said State Rep. Gael Tarleton (Democrat-Queen Anne/Magnolia/Ballard).

 Contact Information:
 P.O. Box 14235 
 Seattle WA  98114 

 (206) 451-7460 
 connect@albertshen.com 
 www.albertshen.com 
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The complete text of this measure is available beginning on page 102.

For additional questions regarding this measure contact: 
Monica Martinez Simmons - City Clerk
206-684-8361  •  monica.simmons@seattle.gov

Explanatory statement
The Existing Law:
The nine members of the Seattle City Council are currently elected 
from the city at large.  This means that qualifi ed residents of any 
area within the city are equally eligible for election to any position on 
the council and that all registered voters in the city may vote for a 
candidate for all positions up for election.  To qualify, a City Council 
candidate must be a United States citizen, and a registered voter 
of The City of Seattle at the time of fi ling his or her declaration of 
candidacy.  Each councilmember is elected to a four-year term.
The Effect of the measure if approved:
If approved by the voters, the city would be divided into seven 
districts.  One councilmember would be elected from each of the 
seven districts created in the city, and two councilmembers would be 
elected from the city at large.  Each member elected from a council 
district must be a resident of that district for at least 120 days at the 
time of fi ling his or her declaration of candidacy, and throughout the 
term of offi ce.  
To make the change to districts, the fi ve councilmembers elected 
in the 2011 City Council elections would serve their present terms 
ending on December 31, 2015, and the four councilmembers 
elected in the 2013 City Council elections would serve two-year 
terms also ending on December 31, 2015.   In 2015, the two at-
large councilmembers would be elected to two-year terms ending 
on December 31, 2017, and the seven district councilmembers 
would be elected to four year terms ending on December 31, 2019.  
Thereafter, all members would be elected to four-year terms.
Every ten years, the district boundaries would be re-designated by 

a fi ve-member Districting Commission composed of two members 
appointed by the Mayor, two by a two-thirds vote of the City Council, 
and the fi fth appointed by the fi rst four.  The fi rst Commission must 
be appointed by October 31, 2022.  The Districting Commission 
must appoint a master who must draw a districting plan.  The 
population of the largest district cannot exceed the population of the 
smallest district by more than one percent.  To the extent possible, 
natural boundaries must be taken into account.  The Districting 
Commission must then develop, and approve by majority vote, a 
districting proposal.  After public comment, the Commission must 
approve a fi nal districting plan, which must be fi led with the City 
Clerk.  Upon fi ling with the City Clerk, the districting plan will become 
fi nal.

Proposed Charter Amendment No. 19

City of Seattle Proposed Charter Amendment No. 19 
concerns creating districts to elect seven of nine Seattle 
City Councilmembers.
This measure would require the election of seven City 
Councilmembers by district and two from the City at-large. 
Residency must be established 120 days before candidate 
fi ling. Every decade a commission would re-draw districts 
to bring the smallest district’s population within one percent 
of the largest. Councilmembers elected in 2013 and at-
large councilmembers elected in 2015 serve 2-year terms. 
Thereafter, all councilmembers serve 4-year terms with 
district positions running together and at-large positions two 
years later.
Should this measure be enacted into law?
Yes
No  

continued on next page
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Statement in favor Statement in opposition
CHOICES NOT DISTRICTS

Politicians get to serve at large regardless of whether they are elected at large 
or by district.  It is only We the People who have our jurisdiction restricted by 
districting.  In comparing the city and county councils, the King County Council 
is also comprised of nine members, and all nine have jurisdiction over you as a 
resident of this county, yet you are prohibited from participating in eight of their 
nine elections because the King County Council is elected by districts.  BUT 
CURRENTLY, NO ONE CAN RUN FOR CITY COUNCIL WHO IS BEYOND 
YOUR REACH AS A VOTER.  Let’s keep it that way!  

Districting also causes elections in which incumbents run unopposed: e.g. in 
2009, 4 of the 5 districts electing someone to the King County Council had no 
challenger: only the incumbent’s name on the ballot. 

City council members should be accountable to all of us.  Districts pit the 
interests of one geographic area against the others rather than addressing the 
common good.  We need to elect the best qualifi ed candidates who will work for 
the common good, regardless of where they live in the city!

The districting advocates’ argument is that geography trumps freedom of choice.  
Their argument is that you are better off to have to vote for someone you may 
not like who lives in your district than to have the freedom of choice to vote 
for the candidates of your choice regardless of where they live in town.  Just 
because someone lives in your part of town doesn’t mean that he/she shares 
your political ideologies.

And city council members are under oath to represent the entire city, not 
just their neighborhood.  For neighborhood politics you should go to your 
neighborhood councils.  This is why we have neighborhood councils.

If Charter Amendment 19 passes, in the future most city council candidates will 
be off limits to you: beyond your reach as a voter.  Protect your choices: Vote 
NO on Charter Amendment 19.

Note: A wealthy Seattle business person fi nanced the districting campaign by 
paying for signature-gatherers to collect the necessary signatures to put districts 
on the ballot.  Don’t let money dupe you into forfeiting your choice of candidates.

206.600.0141 voice mail

Email us at choicesnotdistricts@gmail.com

choicesnotdistricts.wordpress.com 

A YES vote on Charter Amendment 19 ensures Councilmembers are accountable 
for community issues as well as citywide/regional issues. 
Under the current system, you are only one voter out of the 630,000 people each 
Councilmember is supposed to represent. This means Councilmembers can safely 
ignore you and critical issues, but still get elected. 
Neighborhood councils in Seattle have no legislative authority. District elections will 
bring government closer to voters like you and strengthen the relationship between 
communities and city government. 47 of the 50 largest US cities already elect 
Councilmembers in geographic districts. With Charter Amendment 19, your vote 
for Council matters more.
Voting YES on Charter Amendment 19 gives Seattle a system of electing its 
Council matching our status as a world-class city. Join 45,000 people who signed 
their name to place this measure on the ballot and bipartisan endorsers – including 
legislators from every corner of the city.
Statement submitted by: Julius Caesar Robinson, Glenn Avery, Donna 
Hartmann-Miller
director@seattledistrictsnow.org

Amendment 19 will restrict us to three councilors.  Currently, we each get 
nine councilors to lobby.
Councilors take oath to represent the city, not just a slice: public safety and 
utilities are citywide issues.  We don’t need councilors with tunnel vision.
Retaining only two at-large councilors will not ensure that citywide needs are 
met; it takes fi ve for a majority.
“[L]egwork” is fi ne in sports but the political playing fi eld should not 
discriminate against physically handicapped candidates.
And, doorbelling works for well-connected candidates.  Bob Ferguson, fi rst 
running for county council, took a year absence from his law practice to 
doorbell his district.  Few have the fi nancial independence to do that. 
With decennial redistricting, taxpayers will incur costs; and many will be 
bumped into different districts. 
Pro-districting’s supporters are incumbents elected by district.  No surprise!
In 1975, 1995 and 2003 Seattleites rejected districts.  Let’s do it again. 
Statement submitted by: Marjorie Rhodes, Herm Ross
choicesnotdistricts@gmail.com

Rebuttal of statement in opposition Rebuttal of statement in favor

 Charter Amendment No. 19 changes the way we elect City Councilmembers 
from citywide election of nine Councilmembers to seven Councilmembers 
elected by geographic district and two elected by all Seattle voters.
By voting YES, you will have a Councilmember living in, elected by, and 
responsible for representing your area of Seattle. Currently, no one on the 
City Council represents your specifi c neighborhood or community and each 
Councilmember has to represent 630,000 people. 
Charter Amendment 19 is important for Seattle because:  
• Under Charter Amendment 19, there will always be at least one member 

of the Council ensuring your neighborhood gets a fair share of 
resources such as parks, community centers, libraries, public safety, 
human services, pedestrian improvements, and road maintenance. 
A YES vote on Charter Amendment 19 means you will fi nally have a 
Councilmember advocating for the specifi c needs of your community.

• By retaining two “at-large” Councilmembers and the Mayor representing 
the whole city, Charter Amendment 19 ensures regional and citywide 
needs will have a voice.

• Each district under Charter Amendment 19 will have about 88,000 
residents, meaning a grassroots candidate can win against an incumbent 
using good old fashioned legwork and people power. Under the existing 
system, candidates must use expensive mailers and television ads 
to reach hundreds of thousands of voters. A YES vote on Charter 
Amendment 19 opens the door for qualifi ed younger or less well-
connected candidates.  

• Of the 50 largest U.S. cities, Seattle is one of only three still electing all its 
Councilmembers citywide. When San Francisco adopted district elections 
in 2000, the cost of an average Council campaign fell from $188,000 to 
about $74,000.

NO NEW TAXES are needed for Charter Amendment 19.  
Join 45,000 of your friends and neighbors who helped place this measure 
on the ballot.   Vote YES on Charter Amendment 19 to ensure elected 
Councilmembers and future candidates are more closely engaged with you, 
your neighbors, and your community.
Charter Amendment 19 is a good-government proposal with strong bipartisan 
support, including the Speaker of the House Frank Chopp, the King County 
Republicans, 46th District Democrats, Senator Adam Kline, Senator Jeanne 
Kohl-Wells, Senator David Frockt, Senator Sharon Nelson, Senator Maralyn 
Chase, Representative Gael Tarleton, Representative Mary Lou Dickerson 
(ret.), Representative Jessyn Farrell, Representative Gerry Pollett, King County 
Councilmember Rod Dembowski, and thousands of voters just like you. 
Learn more about Charter Amendment 19 at SeattleDistrictsNow.org
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The complete text of this measure is available beginning on page 104.

Proposition No. 1

The City of Seattle’s Proposition No. 1 concerns creation of 
a system of publicly fi nanced council election campaigns.
If approved, this proposition would publicly fund 
campaigns for Seattle City Council. Candidates who 
raise 600 individual contributions of at least $10 qualify 
for the program. Contributions up to $50 to qualifying 
candidates are matched 6 public dollars for every dollar, 
up to $210,000. Participating candidates may only spend 
$140,000 in the primary and $245,000 overall, except when 
an opponent spends more. Approval authorizes six years of 
additional property taxes, with $2,000,000 (approximately 
$0.0164/$1000 assessed value) collected in 2014.
Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

The Existing Law:
Currently, no public monies are used to support political campaigns for 
Seattle elected offi ces.  The maximum individual contribution to a candidate’s 
campaign for a Seattle offi ce is $700.  There are no spending limitations.  A 
person can make unlimited contributions to independent political committees 
that are unconnected to and not coordinated with a candidate’s campaign.
State law provides that:  “A county, city, town, or district that establishes a 
program to publicly fi nance local political campaigns may only use funds 
derived from local sources to fund the program. A local government must 
submit any proposal for public fi nancing of local political campaigns to voters 
for their adoption and approval or rejection.” RCW 42.17A.550
The Effect of the measure if approved:
If approved by the voters, Proposition 1 would create a program to publicly 
fund qualifying candidates’ political campaigns for city-wide City Council 
positions.  Should Seattle City Charter Amendment 19 be approved, this 
program will not apply to councilmember positions elected by districts that 
are not city-wide.  A proposal to extend the program to cover district council 
races could be enacted if it complied with RCW 42.17A.550.
Eligibility
To participate in the program and be eligible for public funds, a candidate 
needs to meet the following criteria:
1. File with the Seattle Ethics & Elections Commission (SEEC) a 

statement of intent to participate in the program sometime between 
January 1 of the election year and 14 days after the fi ling of a 
declaration of candidacy with King County Elections.  (A declaration 
of candidacy must be fi led between the Monday two weeks before 
Memorial Day and the following Friday in the election year for the 
offi ce.)

Explanatory statement

For additional questions regarding this measure contact: 
Monica Martinez Simmons - City Clerk
206-684-8361  •  monica.simmons@seattle.gov

continued on next page

Reading ballot 
measure 
information 
Explanatory statements 

An explanatory statement is 
prepared by each district’s attorney 
stating the effect of the ballot 
measure if passed into law.

Committees in favor and in 
opposition 

Districts are responsible for 
appointing committee members to 
write pro and con statements. The 
statements are a way to help voters 
decide how to vote on the measure. 
King County Elections is not the 
author or responsible for the content 
of statements.
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In the event that the funds available in the Campaign Program Fund are 
insuffi cient to provide every participating candidate with the funds he 
or she would be eligible to receive, the amount of public funds given to 
each candidate is reduced proportionally until the total amount given to 
participating candidates equals the amount of funds available.
In addition to other penalties and remedies provided for violation of the City 
of Seattle’s campaign fi nance laws, participating candidates who violate the 
provisions of this program are subject to a penalty up to the amount of the 
public monies made available to the candidate and/or subject to a fi ne of up 
to twice the amount of any expenditure in excess of a spending limitation.
Taxes to Support this Program
In order to fund this program, Proposition 1 also contains a proposed six-
year property tax increase.  Proposition 1 would authorize the collection of 
more property taxes than would otherwise be allowed by the limits imposed 
under the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Chapter 84.55. That state 
law generally limits the annual increase in property tax revenue to 1% over 
the highest amount that the City could have received in one of the three 
most recent years. Proposition 1 lifts that lid on property taxes. 
The taxes authorized by Proposition 1are in addition to those collected under 
the limits of RCW 84.55 or any other authorized levy lid lifts. In the fi rst year 
of collection (2014), the total amount of increased property taxes for the 
purposes of this proposition is limited to $2 million.  The additional tax rate 
associated with the tax increase authorized by Proposition 1 for any property 
owner would be approximately 1.64 cents per thousand dollars of assessed 
value.  A person with a home worth $350,000 would pay approximately an 
additional $5.74 in taxes the fi rst year of the tax.
The City’s total regular property-tax rate would not exceed the state-law 
rate limit of $3.60 per $1,000 of assessed value. Taxes levied in 2019 for 
collection in 2020, and later tax levies, would be calculated as if Proposition 
1 had not been passed.

Explanatory statement
2. Agree to abide by the terms of the program by fi ling a Participation 

Agreement with the SEEC before 14 days have elapsed after fi ling a 
declaration of candidacy.

3. Collect at least 600 qualifying contributions of at least $10 each, in a 
period between the fi ling of a statement of intent and 21 days after fi ling 
a declaration of candidacy.   This period can start as early as January 1 
of the election year and end as late as sometime in June of the election 
year.   Qualifying (“Matchable”) contributions must be from human 
Seattle residents; that is, not from corporations or other types of legal 
persons resident in Seattle.  Candidates may accept non-Matchable 
contributions from anyone. 

4. Agree to participate in three debates/forums, and
5. Be opposed by at least one person who has fi led a Declaration of 

Candidacy for the same Seattle City Council position with King County 
Elections who is still in the election on the Tuesday following the 
period for fi ling the declaration of candidacy, and who has campaign 
expenditures, debts and obligations, and cash on hand that combined 
total at least $6,000.

Basic Program Structure
Participating candidates will receive public funds to match eligible 
contributions.  A participating candidate will receive six public dollars for 
each dollar of eligible contributions.  Eligible contributions are the fi rst $50 
received from each qualifying contributor.  Additionally, there is a limit to 
the total amount of public dollars that may be received by a candidate.  A 
candidate may receive no more than $105,000 for the primary election and 
no more than $210,000 for the Primary and general election combined.
The participating candidates must agree to a spending cap of $140,000 for 
the Primary and an overall spending cap of $245,000.
No more than 180 days after each City Council election, the SEEC must 
report to the City Council whether the SEEC has determined that any 
changes would improve the program.  After receiving this report, this 
program structure may be changed by subsequent ordinance, but only 
after a report from the SEEC, and then only to the extent of changing dollar 
values by up to 15%, the number of Matchable contributions required by up 
to 100, or any of the required dates and times.
Lifting of the Spending Cap
If a non-participating candidate’s total campaign expenditures, debts and 
obligations combined with cash on hand exceeds the campaigns spending 
limit agreed to by participating candidates, then the spending limit is 
removed for all participating candidates in the same race.  Additionally, 
if independent expenditures benefi t a candidate, whether participating 
or not, and those expenditures (added to the candidate’s total campaign 
expenditures, debts and obligations and cash on hand) exceed the spending 
limitation on participating candidates, then the spending limitation is removed 
for all participating candidates in the same race who did not benefi t from the 
expenditure.  If the candidate who benefi ts from the independent expenditure 
is a participating candidate, then the spending limit shall remain in place for 
that candidate until such time as another participating candidate exceeds the 
expenditure limitation in the same race.
If a participating candidate’s spending limit is removed and that candidate’s 
total campaign expenditures, debts and obligations and cash on hand 
exceed $140,000 in the primary, then that candidate is required to adhere to 
a general election spending limit of $105,000.  If a participating candidate’s 
limit is removed and that candidate’s total campaign expenditures, debts and 
obligations and cash on hand do not exceed $140,000 in the primary, then 
that candidate is required to adhere to the overall election spending limit of 
$245,000.
Other Program Features
Participating candidates may withdraw from the program, but must return 
any public money received with interest.  A Participating Candidate must 
return unexpended Matching Funds to the City for deposit into the Campaign 
Program Fund no later than 30 days after he or she is elected, defeated, or 
withdraws.

continued on next page
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Statement in favor Statement in opposition
Make Your Vote Count: YES on Proposition 1
Nationwide, powerful special interests are spending record amounts to infl uence 
elections. Unregulated, secretive contributions, fueled by conservative Supreme 
Court decisions, are eroding the power of our vote. The result: government and 
politicians more beholden to them than to us.
Here at home, we can do something about it. Proposition 1 is a responsible, 
common sense reform that restores Seattle’s tradition of fair election laws—now, 
when we need it most.
More Competitive, Fair Elections   
Seattle campaigns are currently funded by donations from less than one percent of 
the population, mostly from big corporations and other wealthy interests. Proposition 
1 creates accountability and transparency, giving candidates—and voters—a real 
choice to build true community support and campaign for the votes of people, not 
special interest donations.
Proposition 1 protects our democracy by offering limited matching funds to 
candidates who demonstrate broad, grassroots support. This will help make city 
council races more competitive and help us elect leaders who truly refl ect the values 
and diversity of our city.
The Seattle Times (6/14/13) agrees: “In other places like Maine, New York City and 
San Francisco, matching funds have leveled the playing fi eld for challengers against 
well-monied incumbents…A wider array of candidates run for offi ce and elevate civic 
debates based on ideas, rather than the special interests of campaign donors...”
Affordable and Accountable
For just 50¢ a month for an average household, Proposition 1 is a small investment 
to ensure clean, fair elections. The funds are dedicated—safeguarding other critical 
programs—and are subject to rigorous independent oversight and audit.
Widely Endorsed!
34th, 36th, 37th, 43rd, & 46th Democrats; El Centro de la Raza; Japanese American 
Citizens League; Fuse; King County Labor Council; SEIU WA; UFCW 21; Sierra 
Club WA; Washington Bus; Governor Mike Lowry (ret.), Senators Bob Hasegawa, 
Adam Kline, Jeanne Kohl-Welles, Ed Murray, & Sharon Nelson; Speaker Frank 
Chopp; Representatives Eileen Cody, Jessyn Farrell, Joe Fitzgibbon, Gerry Pollett, 
Sharon Tomiko Santos, Seth Armstrong (ret.), Phyllis Gutierrez-Kenney (ret.) 
& Velma Veloria (ret.); County Assessor Lloyd Hara; Mayor Mike McGinn; City 
Councilmembers Tim Burgess, Sally Clark, Richard Conlin, Jean Godden, Bruce 
Harrell, Mike O’Brien, Nick Licata, David Della (ret.) & Peter Seinbreuck (ret.); 
Community leaders including: Kenny Alhadeff, Juan Jose Bocanegra, Pramilla 
Jayapal, Vu Le, Eric Liu, Hubert G. Locke, Estella Ortega, Karma Ruder, Chio 
Saeteurn, Marcee Stone-Vekich & Alice Woldt.
YES on Proposition 1

Proposition 1 is a tax measure that raises your Property Taxes, increasing 
costs to homeowners and renters alike with no benefi t to public needs.  
Property taxes are intended to fund schools, parks, libraries, and needed 
human services. Money public offi cials collect from citizens should be used 
for purposes that serve the whole community, not to keep career politicians in 
offi ce. Vote NO on Proposition 1.
Proposition 1 forces you to give money to candidates whether you support 
them or not. There is little that is fair about this proposition to force you 
to fund campaigns.  This is a Proposition written by City Council 
incumbents for City Council incumbents and is supported by city hall 
insiders.
Currently all Seattle campaign donations are voluntary, so the money given to 
candidates is not considered excessive by the people contributing their own 
money. Proposition 1 makes it easier for incumbents to fund their campaigns 
with your money.  It is much easier for an incumbent to qualify to use your 
money for a campaign than it is for a challenger. This is an inappropriate 
use of the city’s taxing authority.
Your money supports anyone who qualifi es for this tax subsidy, whether 
Republican, Democrat or anywhere else on the political spectrum and you 
will be forced to pay for it. Support those you like, not those you oppose.  
This misguided measure does not deserve your support.
This scheme has been done in other cities and the results are clear.  
Incumbents remain secure in offi ce but are relieved of having to work as 
hard to raise funds.  Challengers fi nd it just as diffi cult to take on incumbents.  
The same career politicians remain in offi ce. Do not believe the hype, these 
schemes have not worked to bring real change, anywhere.
Proposition 1 does not limit how much candidates can spend of their own 
money, so the wealthy and well-connected running for public offi ce have the 
advantage they always have enjoyed. It does nothing to limit the amount 
PACs, political action committees, can spend to support or oppose a 
candidate.  It does not effectively limit the amount of money that can be 
spent in an election.  Vote NO on Proposition 1. 
This is a misguided Proposition based on misplaced spending priorities. 
Retain the right to support the candidates of your choice.  Vote NO on 
Proposition 1.

Rebuttal of statement in opposition Rebuttal of statement in favor
Proposition 1 restores fair elections to Seattle, ensuring that our politicians 
are responsible to us, not big money interests. 
The program is transparent and accountable.  Candidates must prove 
they deserve support, collecting 600 contributions between $10 and $50 
from Seattle residents.  These grassroots contributions are matched up 
to $210,000—giving credible challengers the opportunity to compete 
against well-funded incumbents.  The independent Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission provides oversight, ensuring funds are used according 
to the law.
Proposition 1 dedicates revenue for fair elections, meaning no money can 
be taken from other city services.  Plus, it’s inexpensive, just 50 cents a 
month for the average homeowner.
Proposition 1 strengthens our democracy, makes our voices heard, and 
sends a broader message: voters deserve better than billions spent by Karl 
Rove and the Koch Brothers.  That’s why King County Labor Council, King 
County Democrats and ACLU have joined the coalition endorsing Prop. 1.  
Statement submitted by: Sharon Tomiko Santos, Jim Street and 
Estela Ortega 
info@FairElectionsSeattle.com

Seattle Ethics & Elections Commissioner Bruce Carter describes public 
campaign fi nancing in Seattle as “a remedy in search of a problem.”  The 
average contribution to 2011 city campaigns was $231.  Now our politicians 
want to divert tax monies from transit, human services and other vital 
community to replace that.  Even with subsidies, moneyed interests can enter 
a campaign with independent expenditures to promote their agendas for or 
against a subsidized candidate.  
National election funding expert Professor Kenneth Mayer notes that 
incumbents retain offi ces at the same rate before and after tax subsidies 
are put in place.  Professor Mayer’s studies show that tax funding does not 
enhance competitiveness or diversity. This has failed to bring fresh faces into 
politics in other places it has been tried. Vote NO on Proposition 1.
http://clerk.seattle.gov/~public/meetingrecords/2013/gpnf20130213_1a.pdf
Statement submitted by: Kirk Robbins, Nicole Franklin, and Glenn Avery
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Full text of Resolution No. 31464
 Proposed Charter Amendment No. 19

City of Seattle Proposed Charter Amendment No. 19 concerns creating 
districts to elect seven of nine Seattle City Councilmembers.

This measure would require the election of seven City Councilmembers by 
district and two from the City at-large. Residency must be established 120 
days before candidate fi ling. Every decade a commission would re-draw 
districts to bring the smallest district’s population within one percent of the 
largest. Councilmembers elected in 2013 and at-large councilmembers 
elected in 2015 serve 2-year terms. Thereafter, all councilmembers serve 
4-year terms with district positions running together and at-large positions 
two years later.

Should this measure be enacted into law?   __Yes   __No  

Charter Amendment:

The People of the City of Seattle, exercising their power to amend the City 
Charter by popular vote under Article XX, Section 2 of the City Charter, 
enact the following amendment to the Charter of the City of Seattle. In 
amending sections, removals are in strikeout, additions are underlined); 
Charter Amendment section headers are in Bold Italics.

Section 1. City Charter Article IV, Section 2, is amended as follows:

ARTICLE IV. Legislative Department.

Sec. 2. CITY COUNCIL, MEMBERS:

To ensure members of the city council are closer to the people they 
represent, to enable voters to better know their Councilmembers, and to 
provide a mixed system of district and at-large representation, the City 
Council shall consist of nine (9) members, with positions 1 through 7 elected 
by districts and positions 8 and 9 elected from the City at-large.

Section 2. City Charter Article IV, Section 2, Subdivision A 
(“RESERVED”) is replaced by Subdivision B, and amended as follows:

ARTICLE IV. Legislative Department. 

Sec. 2. Subdivision AB. ELIGIBILITY:

No person shall be eligible for membership in the City Council unless he 
or she shall be a citizen of the United States and a qualifi ed elector of the 
State of Washington and a registered voter and a resident of The City of 
Seattle at the time of fi ling his or her declaration of candidacy from at least 
one hundred twenty (120) days prior to fi ling the declaration of candidacy 
through the term of service. A district member shall be a resident of the 
district represented for at least one hundred twenty (120) days prior to fi ling 
the declaration of candidacy through the term of service.

Section 3. A new Subdivision B is added to the City Charter, Article IV, 
Section 2, as follows:

ARTICLE IV. Legislative Department. 

Sec. 2. Subdivision B. DISTRICTS:

The city council electoral districts are illustrated in the map appended to 
this charter amendment and made part hereof. The city council electoral 
district are defi ned by tract, block, and block group numbers used by the 
U.S. Bureau of the Census for the 2010 Census, and by street descriptions 
as follows:

First district. Census Tracts 96, 97.01, 97.02, 98, 99, 105, 106, 107.01, 
107.02, 108, 112, 113, 114.01, 114.02, 115, 116, 120, 121, Blocks 4001 – 3, 
and 5008, Tract 264, and Blocks 1000, 1002 – 3, 1009, and 5008, Tract 265. 
Description: From the southwest boundary of city at the extension of Seola 
Beach Dr SW into Puget Sound, north and east along the west boundary 
of city in Puget Sound and into Elliott Bay to the mouth of the E. Duwamish 
Waterway, south along the E. Duwamish and Duwamish Waterways to the 
south boundary of city, then west along the south boundary of city to origin.

Second district. Census Tracts 91, 93, 100.01, 100.02, 101, 102, 103, 

104.01, 104.02, 109, 110.01, 111.02, 117, 118, 119, Block Group 1 of Tract 
92, Block Groups 1 and 3 – 5 of Tract 94, Block Groups 3 and 4, Tract 95, 
and Blocks 1006, 1008, 1023, 1026 – 28, 1031 and 1032 of Tract 260.01. 
Description: From the intersection of S Jackson St and Elliott Bay, east 
along south boundaries of the Seventh and Third districts as described 
below to the intersection of the extension of the north boundary of Colman 
Park (S Holgate St), then south along east boundary of city in Lake 
Washington to the southeast corner of the city at the extension of S Ryan St 
and Lake Washington, then west along the south boundary of city to origin 
at the intersection of the south city boundary and the Duwamish waterway, 
then north on Duwamish Waterway and E. Duwamish Waterways along east 
boundary of First district to origin at extension of S Jackson St. 

Third district. Census Tracts 62, 63, 64, 65, 74.01, 74.02, 75, 76, 77, 78, 
79, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, Block Groups 1 and 2 of Tract 61, Blocks 
1000 – 1023, 1029, 1031 – 1032, and 1035 – 1045 of Tract 66, Block Group 
1 of Tract 83, Block Group 2 of Tract 94, and Block Groups 1 and 2 of Tract 
95. Description: From the intersection of Westlake Ave and Valley St, north 
through Waterway N 3 into Lake Union, north to the extension of vacated E 
Galer St into Lake Union then follow vacated E Galer St and E Galer St to 
Interstate 5, north on Interstate 5 to Lake Union, east to Lake Washington, 
then south along the east boundary of city in Lake Washington to the north 
boundary of Colman Park (S Holgate St), west on said boundary to Lakeside 
Ave So, then south to Lake Washington Blvd So, then south to Lake Park 
Dr S, then south to S McClellan St, then west to 33rd Ave S, then north to 
S Bayview St, then west to Rainier Ave S, then north to 23rd Ave S, then 
north to S Holgate St, then west to 18th Ave S, then north on 18th Ave S 
and extension to Interstate 90, then west to 12th Ave S, then north to Yesler 
Way, then west to 5th Ave, then follow east boundary of Seventh district, 
described below, to origin at intersection of Westlake Ave and Valley St. 

Fourth district. Census Tracts 24, 25, 26, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43.01, 43.02, 
44, 50, 51, 52, 53.01, 53.02, 54, Block Group 4 of Tract 22, Block Group 
1 and Blocks 2001 – 2008, 2024 – 2027 of Tract 27, Blocks 1000 – 1033, 
and 1045 – 1049 of Tract 36, Block Group 1 of Tract 45, Block Groups 3 
and 4 of Tract 61, and Block Group 2 and Blocks 1024 – 1028, 1030, and 
1033 – 1034 of Block 66. Description: From the intersection of N 85th St 
and Interstate 5, follow south boundary of the Fifth district described below 
to Lake Washington, then south along east boundary of city to Union Bay, 
west through Union Bay and the Lake Washington Ship Canal to Portage 
Bay to Interstate 5, then south to E Galer St, then west on E Galer St and 
vacated E Galer St into Lake Union, then north and west in Lake Union to 
the extension of Aurora Ave N (Troll Ave) into the Lake Washington Ship 
Canal, then north to origin along the east boundary of the Sixth district as 
described below. 

Fifth district. Census Tracts 1, 2, 3, 4.01, 4.02, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
18, 19, 20, 21, Block Groups 1 and 2, and Blocks 4000 – 4004 and 4008 of 
Tract 14, Block Groups 2 and 3 of Tract 17.01, and Block Groups 1 – 3 of 
Tract 22. Description: From the north city limits at Puget Sound (extension 
of NW 145th St) east along north boundary of city to Lake Washington, 
then south along east city limits (Lake Washington) to north boundary of 
Sandpoint Country Club, west to Sandpoint Way NE, then northwest to 
Inverness Dr NE, then southwesterly to street terminus at north boundary 
of Sandpoint Country Club, then west to northeast corner of Sandpoint 
Country Club, then northwest across Inverness Ravine Park to the east end 
of NE 87th St, then southwest to 43rd Ave NE, then south to NE 85th St, 
then west to 28th Ave NE, then south to NE 83rd St, then west to Ravenna 
Ave NE, then north to NE 85th St, then west to 14th Ave NE, then south to 
NE 82nd St, then west to Roosevelt Way Northeast, then north to Northeast 
85th St, then west on Northeast and North 85th St to Fremont Ave N, then 
north to North 87th St, then west to Greenwood Ave N, then north to N 105th 
St, then west on N and NW 105th St to 14th Ave NW, then north to NW 
Woodbine Way, then west to NW Norcross Way, then northeast to south 
boundary of Carkeek Park, then west to Puget Sound, then north on west 
boundary of city to origin. 

continued on next page
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Sixth district. Census Tracts 15, 16, 17.02, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 
46, 47, 48, 49, Block Group 3 and Blocks 4005 – 7 and 4009 – 21 of Tract 
14, Block Group 1 of Tract 17, Block Groups 3 and 4 and Blocks 2009 – 23 
and 2028 – 31 of Tract 27, Block Groups 2 – 4 and Blocks 1034 - 1044 of 
Tract 36, and Block Group 2 of Tract 45. Description: From the intersection 
of south boundary of Carkeek Park with Puget Sound, follow the south 
boundary of Fifth district described above to the intersection of N 85th St 
and Interstate 5, then south on Interstate 5 to NE 50th St, then west to 
Aurora Ave N, then south on Aurora Ave N. to its on ground extension into 
Lake Washington Ship Canal (Troll Ave), then west on Lake Washington 
Ship Canal through Salmon Bay to Shilshole Bay, then north in Puget Sound 
to origin.

Seventh district. Census Tracts 56, 57, 58.01, 58.02, 59, 60, 67, 68, 69, 
70, 71, 72, 73, 80.01, 80.02, 81, 82, Block Group 2 of Tract 83, and Block 
Group 2 of Tract 92. Description: From the outlet of the Lake Washington 
Ship Canal into Shilshole Bay, then southeast through the Lake Washington 
Ship Canal to Lake Union, south through Waterway N 3 to the intersection of 
Westlake Ave and Valley St, then east on Valley St to Fairview Ave N, then 
south to Interstate 5 on-ramp (intersection of Fairview Ave North and Mercer 
St), then east on ramp to Interstate 5, then south to Pine St, then east to 
Minor Ave, then south to University St, then west to Ninth Ave, then south to 
Marion St, then west on Marion St to 7th Ave, then north to Madison St, then 
west to 6th Ave, then south to Marion St, then west to 5th Ave, then south to 
Yesler Way, then west to 4th Ave S, then south to S Jackson St, then west 
to Elliott Bay, then north along the west boundary of city in Puget Sound to 
origin in Shilshole Bay and Lake Washington Ship Canal.

In case of any confl ict, the census tract and block numbers prevail over 
the descriptions stated herein. References to a street, or avenue or 
right of way above refer to the middle of said street, avenue or right of 
way. Abbreviations used are: “St” for Street, “Ave” for Avenue, “Blvd” for 
Boulevard, “Dr” for Drive, “city” for the City of Seattle.

Section 4. A new Subdivision D is added to the City Charter, Article IV, 
Section 2, as follows:

ARTICLE IV. Legislative Department. 

Sec. 2. Subdivision D. COUNCIL REDISTRICTING:

(1) By October 31, 2022, and of each tenth year thereafter, a fi ve-member 
Districting Commission shall be appointed. The Mayor shall appoint two 
members, and by a two-thirds vote the City Council shall appoint two 
members. The fi fth member shall be appointed by majority vote of the fi rst 
four members. The Commission shall elect a chair from among its members. 
No person may serve on the Commission who is an elected offi cial (except 
precinct committee offi cer), a registered lobbyist, a candidate for elective 
offi ce, or a City employee. 

 (2) The Districting Commission shall no later than two months after 
appointment, or November 30, whichever occurs fi rst, appoint a districting 
master who shall be qualifi ed by education, training and experience to 
draw a districting plan. If the Commission is unable to agree upon the 
appointment of a districting master by November 30, the Mayor shall appoint 
a districting master. All meetings of the Commission shall be open to the 
public, and the Commission shall conduct public forums around the City 
before adopting any plan. At least one public forum shall be held in each 
existing District. 

 (3) District boundaries shall be drawn to produce compact and contiguous 
districts that are not gerrymandered. The population of the largest district 
shall exceed the population of the smallest by no more than one percent. 
To the extent practical, district boundaries shall follow existing District 
boundaries, recognized waterways and geographic boundaries, and 
Seattle communities and neighborhoods. In drawing the plan, neither the 
Commission nor the districting master shall consider the residence of any 
person. 

 (4) The districting master shall draw a districting plan for the City, and 

submit it to the districting Commission by March 15 of the year following 
their appointment. The Commission shall develop, approve by majority vote, 
and make public a draft districts proposal and then after public comment, 
approve by majority vote a fi nal districts plan; and shall have all powers 
reasonably necessary to carry out its purpose, may employ experts, 
consultants and attorneys not employed by the city, and shall prepare 
fi nancial statements and compose and turn over to the City Clerk an offi cial 
record of all relevant information used. Upon adoption, the districting plan 
shall be fi led with the City Clerk. The plan shall become effective upon fi ling 
and cannot be amended by the City Council except to correct data errors 
upon request by the districting Commission. 

 (5) The City Council shall take all steps necessary to enable the 
Commission to function, including appropriations suffi cient to provide a 
reasonable per diem for Commission members, compensation for staff and 
contractors, and reasonable expenses. 

Section 5. A new Subdivision E is added to the City Charter, Article IV, 
Section 2, as follows:

ARTICLE IV. Legislative Department. 

Sec. 2. Subdivision E. TRANSITION PROVISIONS

Notwithstanding Article XIX, Section 3, the four positions elected at the 
2013 general municipal election (positions 2, 4, 6, and 8) shall each be for 
two year terms ending at midnight, December 31, 2015. The two at large 
positions created by Section 1 of this Amendment and elected at the 2015 
general municipal election shall be for two year terms ending at midnight, 
December 31, 2017. The seven district positions created by Section 1 of 
this Amendment and elected at the 2015 general municipal election shall 
be for four years terms ending at midnight, December 31, 2019. After the 
2015 general municipal election, all nine City Council positions shall be for 
four year terms under Article XIX and this Subdivision shall be of no further 
effect.

Section 6. City Charter, Article XIX, Section 5 is amended as follows: 

ARTICLE XIX. Offi cers; Terms and Vacancies

Sec. 5. VACANCIES; FAILURE TO QUALIFY; ABSENCE WITHOUT 
LEAVE; DISABILITY

An offi ce becomes vacant on failure to qualify within the time limited by law; 
upon the death or removal from offi ce or resignation of the incumbent, or his 
or her removal from or absence from the City for sixty days without leave 
of the City Council, or upon an adjudication of insanity; by a conviction of 
drunkenness, by any permanent disability, preventing the proper discharge 
of duty; or by any change in residence rendering a member no longer 
eligible for membership in the position occupied or sought, including change 
in residence to outside the City of Seattle or, in the case of a district position, 
change in residence to outside the relevant district.

Section 7. Savings Clause; Liberal Construction

The provisions of this Charter Amendment are to be liberally construed 
to achieve its purposes. The terms and provisions of this Amendment are 
severable; if any are found invalid this shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder.



104 City of Seattle

Full text of Ordinance No. 124212
AN ORDINANCE relating to public fi nancing of political campaigns; 
providing for the submission to voters of the City, at an election to be held 
on November 5, 2013, of a proposition to lift the limit on regular property 
taxes under Chapter 84.55 RCW and authorize the City to levy additional 
property taxes for up to six years for the purposes of establishing a public 
matching funds program for fi nancing City Council election campaigns when 
certain qualifying conditions are met by candidates, and limiting campaign 
expenditures on City election campaigns of those who voluntarily enter the 
Public Campaign Financing Program; establishing a campaign matching 
fund account in the City Treasury; amending Subchapter V of chapter 2.04 
the Seattle Municipal Code and adding new sections to chapter 2.04; and 
ratifying and confi rming certain prior acts.

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle established a system for partial public 
fi nancing of election campaigns in 1978; and

WHEREAS, the Fair Campaign Practices Act enacted following the passage 
of Initiative 134 in 1992 prohibited the use of public funds to fi nance state 
and local political campaigns; and

WHEREAS, in 2008, the Washington State Legislature amended RCW 
42.17.128, which was later re-codifi ed as 42.17A.550, allowing counties, 
cities and towns to establish public campaign fi nancing programs funded 
through local revenue sources with the approval of voters; and  

WHEREAS, in 2008, the City Council created through Resolution 31061 a 
Campaign Public Financing Advisory Committee (CPFAC) to evaluate public 
fi nancing and develop a proposed program model; and

WHEREAS, the CPFAC issued a report recommending the City Council 
advance a proposal to create a public fi nancing program for local election 
campaigns for consideration by Seattle voters; and

WHEREAS, in December of 2012, the City Council requested the Seattle 
Ethics and Elections Commission (SEEC) to review the 2008 CPFAC report 
and provide updated recommendations for Council consideration; and

WHEREAS, in March of 2013, the SEEC submitted a report to the City 
Council recommending specifi c public fi nancing program parameters; and

WHEREAS, the City Council is committed to systemically improving the 
local electoral process through measures that reduce barriers to entry for 
candidates and broaden public participation in the electoral process; and   

WHEREAS, the City Council is concerned about the rising costs associated 
with local election campaigns and the potential negative impact on public 
participation in the democratic process; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  Findings 

 Based on City Council and public discussions with campaign 
public fi nancing researchers and practitioners on January 31 and February 
13, 2013 and recommendations from the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission in their March 28, 2013 letter to the City Council, the City 
fi nds that it is in the best interest of the public to strengthen the local 
electoral process by reducing the fi nancial barriers to entry for prospective 
candidates, increasing the role of small donors and diversifying the pool 
of donors to City Council races. The City fi nds there is public benefi t to 
creating a voluntary program available to candidates running for the Seattle 
City Council to obtain public matching funds for certain political campaign 
activities if specifi c criteria and conditions are met.

 Section 2. Administration of the Campaign Financing Program

The Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission is charged with implementing 
and administering the Seattle Public Campaign Financing Program 
(“Program”).  Within 180 days of voter approval of the Program the 
Commission must: 

a) promulgate rules implementing the Program;    

b) recommend or propose legislation and changes to the Seattle Municipal 

Code as necessary to implement the Program;

c) develop and make available to the public all forms and documents 
necessary to participate in the Program; and

d) establish processes and procedures for appeal of decisions of the 
Executive Director of the Ethics and Elections Commission.

 Section 3.  Subchapter V of Chapter 2.04 of the Seattle Municipal 
Code, which was last amended by Council Bill 117808, is amended as 
follows: 

Subchapter V

((Voluntary Expenditure Limitations)) Seattle Public Campaign Financing 
Program

 Section 4.  Added to Subchapter V of Chapter 2.04 of the Seattle 
Municipal Code are Sections 2.04.400, 2.04.405, 2.04.410, 2.04.415 
2.04.420, 2.04.422, 2.04.425, 2.04.430, 2.04.435, 2.04.440 2.04.445, 
2.04.450, and 2.04.455 as follows:

 2.04.400  Defi nitions.

 The following terms, when used and capitalized in this ordinance, 
are defi ned as follows:

“Campaign Program Fund” means the fund established as the repository for 
the levy proceeds or other funds to support the Program;

“Cap” means maximum allowed Total Candidate Funds;

“Commission” means the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission;

“Director” means the Executive Director of the Commission;

“Matchable Contribution” means a campaign contribution that is certifi ed by 
the Director as having met the requirements of 2.04.405;

“Matching Funds” means the public funds given by the City to a Participating 
Candidate;

 “Participating Candidate” means a person who has been certifi ed by the 
Director as having met the requirements of 2.04.410;

 “Participation Agreement” means a contract between a Participating 
Candidate and the City of Seattle detailing the responsibilities of the parties 
to the agreement;

“Program” means the Seattle Public Campaign Financing Program;

“Statement of Intent” means a statement by a candidate of his or her 
intention to participate in the Program; and

“Total Candidate Funds” means a candidate’s cash on hand plus 
expenditures plus debts and obligations.

2.04.405 Matchable Contribution.

A Matchable Contribution for the Program must be a monetary contribution 
of no less than $10.00 from a human who resides in the City of Seattle at 
the time the contribution is made.  The contribution may be of any amount 
up to that allowed by 2.04.370.

 2.04.410 Program Eligibility.

 To qualify as a Participating Candidate and be eligible to receive 
public matching funds, a person must:

(a) have fi led a Statement of Intent with the Commission no earlier than 
January 1 of the year of the election and no later than 14 days after fi ling 
a Declaration of Candidacy for a Seattle City Council position with King 
County Elections;

(b) have fi led a Participation Agreement with the Commission no later than 
14 days after fi ling a Declaration of Candidacy for a Seattle City Council 
position with King County Elections;

continued on next page
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(c) have fi led a Declaration of Candidacy for a Seattle City Council position 
with King County Elections; 

(d) be opposed by at least one person who has fi led a Declaration of 
Candidacy for the same Seattle City Council position with King County 
Elections who is still in the election after the date set for withdrawal from the 
election, and who has at least $6,000 in Total Candidate Funds in support of 
his or her candidacy;

(e) have received at least 600 Matchable Contributions between fi ling a 
Statement of Intent with the Director and no later than 21 days after the last 
day to fi le a Declaration of Candidacy for a Seattle City Council position with 
King County Elections;

(f) agree to participate in a minimum of three public debates or candidate 
forums with at least one candidate during the course of the campaign; and

(g) have submitted all necessary documentation for qualifi cation no later 
than 21 days after the last day to fi le a Declaration of Candidacy for a 
Seattle City Council position with King County Elections in the year of the 
election.

A candidate who qualifi es for the Program is qualifi ed for both the primary 
and general elections.

2.04.415 Qualifi cation Process.

1. By December 1 of the year prior to an election year, the 
Commission must issue a schedule that sets the deadlines and process 
for qualifi cation, including the form of the Statement of Intent and the 
Participation Agreement.

2. The Director must certify eligible candidates who have timely fi led 
to participate in the Program within 15 days of the date on which the last of 
the conditions listed in SMC 2.04.410 is satisfi ed.

2.04.420  Program Structure.

A.  Caps.  For Participating Candidates the Cap for the primary election is 
$140,000 and the Cap for the entire election is $245,000.

B. Matching Funds.  A Participating Candidate will be eligible for Matching 
Funds equal to the value, up to $50.00, of each Matchable Contribution 
times six, provided that the resulting number may not exceed $105,000 in 
the primary election and $210,000 for the entire election.  If a candidate’s 
Total Candidate Funds,  when added to the Matching Funds calculated as 
provided for here, would exceed the applicable Cap, the Matching Funds are 
reduced until the Cap is not exceeded. 

2.04.422  Permissible Uses of Matching Funds.

A.  Matching funds provided under the provisions of this chapter may be 
used only for expenditures by a Participating Candidate to further the 
candidate’s nomination for election or election, either in a special election 
to fi ll a vacancy, or during the calendar year in which the primary or general 
election in which the candidate is seeking nomination for election or election 
is held. 

B.  Such public funds may not be used for:

 1.  an expenditure in violation of any law;

 2.  payments made to the candidate, except to reimburse a 
candidate for loans made by the candidate to the candidate’s own political 
committee or campaign in an amount totaling no more than the amount 
provided in RCW 42.17A.445(3) and WAC 390-05-400;

 3. payments to the candidate’s immediate family as defi ned in 
4.16.030, or to a business entity in which the candidate or the candidate’s 
immediate family has a ten percent or greater ownership interest;

 4.  payments in excess of the fair market value of services, 
materials, facilities or other things of value received in exchange;

 5.  payment of any penalty or fi ne imposed pursuant to federal, 

state or local law; 

 6.  payments for inaugural activities; or

 7.  payments in cash. 

2.04.425 Lifting of a Cap.

A.  Non-participating Candidate Funds.  In the event a non-participating 
candidate’s Total Candidate Funds exceed the Cap, the Cap is removed for 
all Participating Candidates in the same election contest.

B.  Independent Expenditures.  If the combined total of the Independent 
Expenditure and the Total Candidate Funds of any candidate(s) who 
benefi t(s) from the Independent Expenditure exceeds the Cap, the Cap is 
removed for all Participating Candidates who do not benefi t in the same 
election contest.

 1. If the candidate who benefi ts is a Participating 
Candidate, then the Cap shall remain in place for that candidate until such 
time another Participating Candidate exceeds the Cap in the same election 
contest.

 2. The Director must post to the Commission website 
and notify all candidates in a race no later than three business days 
after learning of an Independent Expenditure pursuant to 2.04.270 a 
determination of which, if any, candidates are no longer subject to a Cap.

C.  If a Participating Candidate’s Cap is removed and that candidate’s Total 
Candidate Funds exceed $140,000 in the primary, then that candidate is 
required to adhere to a general election Cap of $105,000.  If a Participating 
Candidate’s Cap is removed and that candidate’s Total Candidate Funds 
do not exceed $140,000 in the primary, then that candidate is required to 
adhere to the overall election Cap of $245,000.

D. The Executive Director shall determine which candidates benefi t 
from an Independent Expenditure.  In making that determination the Director 
must consider the following factors:

 1. whether the communication clearly identifi es one or more 
candidates;

 2. whether the communication clearly expresses support for or 
opposition to one or more candidates;

 3. whether the communication clearly identifi es and associates a 
candidate with a position on an issue and urges voters to take a particular 
action;

 4. whether the communication distinguishes one or more 
candidates  from each other in a campaign based on a position on an issue 
or in some other manner; and

 5. any other factors deemed relevant by the Director.

2.04.430 Changes to the Program.

No more than 180 days after regular City Council elections, the Commission 
shall report to the City Council whether the Commission has determined 
that any changes would improve the Program and if so, details related to 
the specifi c recommendations.  The City Council may, upon receipt of the 
Commission’s report, change any existing dollar value by no more than 
15%, the existing number of Matchable Contributions required to participate 
in the Program by no more than 100, any of the dates or times for taking 
action under this ordinance, and other technical, non-substantive changes. 

2.04.435 Disbursement of Funds.

A. Within one week of certifying that a candidate has qualifi ed 
under 2.04.410 for the election in question, the Director must provide each 
Participating Candidate with the matching funds the candidate is, at that 
time, eligible to receive based on the candidate’s Matchable Contributions 
and other limitations set forth here.  This initial disbursement shall not 
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exceed 50 percent of the Matching Funds available to the Candidate in the 
primary.

B. The Commission determines the information needed to submit a 
claim for subsequent payments of public funds.  The Director must certify 
each request for payment of public funds within four business days of the 
request, except that within 14 calendar days before the election, when the 
certifi cation of a request for public funds must be made within two business 
days of the request.  Any submission of a claim for public funds must include 
a minimum of $1,000 of Matchable Contributions; provided that in the 14 
calendar days preceding an election, a claim must include a minimum 
of $200 of Matchable Contributions.  All claims for public funds must be 
submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 30th day following the date of the 
election.

2.04.440 Return of Funds.

A Participating Candidate may withdraw from the Program.  A Participating 
Candidate withdrawing from the Program must return all Matching Funds 
to the Campaign Program Fund with interest, assessed at the same rate as 
a 26-week US Treasury Bill issued the day the candidate entered into the 
Participation Agreement, per day from the date of receipt of those funds.  A 
Participating Candidate must return unexpended Matching Funds to the City 
for deposit into the Campaign Program Fund no later than 30 days after he 
or she is elected, defeated, or withdraws.  

2.04.445 Insuffi cient Funds.

In the event that the funds available in the Campaign Program Fund are 
insuffi cient to provide every Participating Candidate with the funds he or 
she would be eligible to receive, the apportionment to each candidate is 
reduced proportionally until the total disbursement equals the amount of 
funds available.

2.04.450 Applicability

This program is available only to candidates in Citywide Council elections.

2.04.455 Penalties

In addition to the penalties and remedies provided for in 2.04.500, 
Participating Candidates are subject to the following additional penalties:

 Participating Candidates who violate applicable Caps will be subject to 
a penalty up to the amount of the Matching Funds made available to the 
Candidate;

Participating Candidates who make expenditures in violation of section 
2.04.422 are subject to a fi ne of up to twice the amount of the expenditure. 

Section 5.  Defi nitions.  The following terms, when used and capitalized in 
this ordinance, shall have defi nitions stated below:

 A.  “City” means the City of Seattle.

 B.   “Proceeds” means that portion of regular property taxes levied 
and collected as authorized by voter approval pursuant to this ordinance 
that are above the limits on levies provided for in RCW 84.55.010, and all 
interest and other earnings derived from that portion of the levy.

Section 6.  Levy of Regular Property Taxes – Submittal.  The City hereby 
submits to the qualifi ed electors of the City a proposition as authorized 
by RCW 84.55.050 to exceed the levy limitation on regular property taxes 
contained in Chapter 84.55 RCW, as it now exists or may hereafter be 
amended, for property taxes levied in 2013 through 2018 for collection in 
2014 through 2019, respectively.  The proposition shall be limited so that 
the City shall not levy more than $2,000,000 in the fi rst year, in addition to 
the maximum amount of regular property taxes it would have been limited to 
by RCW 84.55.010 in the absence of voter approval under this ordinance, 
plus other authorized lid lifts.  Proceeds shall be used to provide funding 
for the Seattle Public Campaign Financing Program.  Pursuant to RCW 
84.55.050(4), the maximum regular property taxes that may be levied in 
2019 for collection in 2020 and in later years shall be computed as if the levy 

lid in RCW 84.55.010 had not been lifted under this ordinance.

 Section 7.  A new Campaign Program Fund is created in the City 
Treasury, to which revenues may be deposited, and from which associated 
expenditures may be paid including, but not limited to, operating and City 
administration costs for the Seattle Public Campaign Financing Program.

 Section 8. Application of Levy Proceeds.  Unless otherwise 
directed by ordinance, Proceeds shall be deposited in the Campaign 
Program Fund.  The Director of Finance and Administrative Services, or the 
Director’s designee, is authorized to create subfunds or accounts within the 
Campaign Program Fund as may be needed or appropriate to implement 
the purposes of this ordinance.  Proceeds may be temporarily deposited or 
invested in such manner as may be lawful for the investment of City money, 
and interest and other earnings shall be used for the same purposes as the 
Proceeds

Section 9.  Election – Ballot Title.  The City Council directs that the City Clerk 
fi le this ordinance with the Director of Elections of King County, Washington, 
as ex offi cio supervisor of elections, requesting that the Director of Elections 
call and conduct a special election in the City in conjunction with the general 
election to be held on November 5, 2013, for the purpose of submitting to 
the qualifi ed electors of the City the proposition set forth in this ordinance.  
The City Clerk is directed to certify to the King County Director of Elections 
the ballot title approved by the City Attorney in accordance with his 
responsibilities under RCW 29A.36.071. 

Section 10.  Ratifi cation.  Certifi cation of such proposition by the City Clerk 
to the King County Director of Elections in accordance with law prior to the 
date of such election on November 5, 2013, and any other act consistent 
with the authority and prior to the effective date of this ordinance, are hereby 
ratifi ed and confi rmed.

Section 11.  The Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission will submit to the 
City Council, Mayor and citizens of Seattle annual progress reports on the 
Campaign Finance Program.  The report shall be due to the City Council 
and Mayor by no later than March 1 of calendar years following each 
election. 

Section 12. Any appeal of the City Attorney’s Explanatory Statement for this 
proposition timely fi led under SMC 2.14.030 shall be heard by the Offi ce of 
the Hearing Examiner, not the Commission. 

Section 13. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be 
separate and severable. The invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, 
subdivision, section or portion of this ordinance, or the invalidity of its 
application to any person or circumstance, do not affect the validity of the 
remainder of this ordinance, or the validity of its application to other persons 
or circumstances. 

Section 14.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after 
its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor 
within ten days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Seattle 
Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.


